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	Your tax dollars are now officially at work.

Yes, the Massachusetts Technology Transfer Center recently hosted its first major event for the life sciences.

This is the state-funded office created by Gov. Mitt Romney and others in 2003 to accelerate the process of commercializing research.

The center, based in Boston, does not focus solely on the life sciences. But its initial forum, held at the Conference Center at Harvard Medical School, was aimed at harnessing the promising technology of the state’s medical schools and teaching hospitals.

“Our first major event was focused on medical, and we have another life sciences event on June 2,” said Abigail Barrow, director of the 10-month-old office. 

“With the many medical schools and graduate programs here, this is the area we chose first.”

The center addresses the gap between academic research and commercialization. Countless professors and investors come up with promising ideas. Many win NIH or SBIR grants.

But there comes a time when the technology must be patented, and a development deal with (corporate) investors finalized so the intellectual property can become a company.

Officials of the new organization, dubbed Matto, say federal research and development expenditures in the state’s academic and nonprofit research operations exceed $4.5 billion annually.

There are 30 active tech-transfer offices at the universities and research institutions but Matto proposes to provide an umbrella of support for everyone.

Its mission statement, in part, says, “The center enhances the (commercialization) process by implementing programs aimed at increasing the quantity and quality of new technologies transferred, educating researchers on entrepreneurship and bringing together researchers, company executives and professional financiers to learn about new technological advances.”

Lest it be thought that this organization will compete with tech-transfer offices at other institutions, its board of advisors suggests that key IP leaders are cooperating.

Chair is Rana Gupta of Navigator Technology Ventures. Advisory-board members include Mitchell Adams, executive director of the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative; Robert Crowley, president of Massachusetts Technology Development Corp.; Rock Gnatovich, president, Spotfire, Inc.; David Lederman, founder, Abiomed Inc.; Lita Nelsen, director of the technology licensing office at MIT; Deborah Shufrin, chief of staff of the Massachusetts Department of Business and Technology; and James Theroux, professor of entrepreneurship at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst.

Close to three-dozen top universities, hospitals and research organizations have joined, including every blue-chip institution Your Scribe has heard of.

Barrow herself was recruited from the University of California, San Diego. That clement city is a key competitor of the Hub, but the new director seems excited to have defected for this opportunity.

“There is so much going on here with the research institutions and universities that I was excited to take the position,” said Barrow, who schooled at the University of Edinburgh.

“I feel that our organization can help pull together many players, and expose top scientists to (financial) people who can help them out.”

One task that Barrow and her team might tackle is working with academic scientists who have never learned to discuss their ideas in laymen’s terms.

When a senior professor at Harvard Medical School rose to explain his nascent company to an audience, he spent his whole 12 minutes discussing his science. 

He neglected to explain how the technology could be used as the core of a new business.

Now here’s a challenge for this new organization: Develop an effective method of telling a Harvard professor he’s wrong, i.e., “Your presentation is below average and you must do remedial work so that it is understandable to those you are addressing.”

Sounds easy, but it’s said that you can always tell a Harvard man but you can’t tell him anything. 


